Gender Equality and
Sexual Exploitation in Canada
Educate, Reﬂect, Act

Goal: To inform and educate the community
on the issues of gender equality and sexual
exploitation.
Background:

Prostitution is both a cause and
consequence of male supremacy
and that if women and men are
equal, prostitution would not
exist; it also means that if
women and men are ever to
become equal, prostitution
must not exist.
Intro, xxviii – Julie Blindel, The Pimping of Prostitution

NORDIC MODEL
EQUALITY MODEL

FULL
DECRIMINALIZATION

LEGALIZATION

In Sweden, the
number of men
buying sex has
decreased by 40%

In New Zealand, the
demand for prostitution
has increased; prostitution has become
normalized; sex
traﬃcking has increased

In Germany, the demand
has had a huge increase;
80% of German men
visit brothels; 1.2 million
buy women and girls
daily; 18% buy women
and girls regularly

EXAMPLE
COUNTRIES

As a global leader, Canada took a courageous
step forward in 2014 by adopting the Protection
of Communities and Exploited Persons Act,

01.
DEMAND

(PCEPAct) which criminalizes those who purchase
sex while decriminalizing those who sell.
Several other countries including Ireland,
Northern Ireland, France, Norway, Sweden and
Iceland have introduced similar laws that hold
the buyers of sex accountable for their behavior.

Signiﬁcant
reduction in
demand for
prostitution

Increased
in demand

Signiﬁcant
increase in
demand

A decrease

Larger numbers
than Sweden;
increase in child
sexual exploitation

Higher numbers;
signiﬁcant increase
in child sexual
exploitation

Sex traﬃcking
reduced

Increased prevalence
of sex traﬃcking of
women and girls

Increased prevalence
of sex traﬃcking

Lowest risk of
lethality by sex
buyers

Higher risk of lethality
by sex buyers – 3
women murdered by
johns and fourth by a
gang member in
13-year period

Highest risk; 28
murdered by buyers
in Netherlands over
15 years; 29 in
Germany

Higher number
subjected to violence

Signiﬁcantly higher
number in subjected
to violence

02.
WOMEN
& GIRLS
PROSTITUTED
/ SEXUALLY
EXPLOITED
03.
TRAFFICKING

Research focused on Amsterdam, Germany
and New Zealand has indicated that full
decriminalization and/or legalization have failed.
In those countries, there has been an increase of

04.
RISK OF
LETHALITY

No women or girls
murdered by johns
in Sweden under
Nordic model

traﬃcking, increase in the number of murdered
women, increase in organized crime and violence
towards women and children. It is a gift to the
pimps and organized crime!

05.
VIOLENCE

Decrease

www.vcase.ca
VCASE is a diverse and experienced group of individuals and organizations that have worked
to end the sexual exploitation of men, women, and children for many years. We are lawyers,
judges, social workers, professionals, teachers, front-line activists and advocates for an end
to sexual exploitation in Canada.

Choosing the Nordic Model: Championing Women’s
Equality and Human Rights. www.lawc.on.ca

VCASE

Vancouver Collective
Against Sexual
Exploitation

